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 “Delegates Need to be Alive to Teach” 
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  By Sylvain Polchlopek and William Pakianathan 
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  Mexico: “This Resolution is the Right Answer to t he Wrong Question”  

Resolution passes in ECOSOC1 despite strong objections 
                          By Kenji Ong 

������'����

������)
�
�����
�����

����'����

������3�8�����

������'����

������&���
�������
�����



Page 2                                                                                                    SIMUNPRESSCORPS    

March 18, 2010                     www.lfs.edu.sg/simun/presscorps                                   Issue 1 
�

�����������	�
��������������������������������������
� �������
���������
����������������������������������� ���������������������������������
 �

                                        “Poverty is  a Disease, it is our Duty to Cure it!”  

A debate on Microfinance 
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       By Armand Thieblemont, Victor Delcourt  
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May we know what was your inspiration be-

hind joining and actually carrying out the 

concept of MUN? 
When Mr. Cornu left, he was looking for some-

one to take over and I always had an interest in 

politics and current affairs. So I sat in last year’s 

conference and its preparation. I was really im-

pressed by the commitment and knowledge of 

the delegates. The delegates learn so much from 

the lobbying and negotiating, from researching 

of the issues. It also gives them a mature under-

standing of the problems facing the world and 

what the UN can do and where the limitations of 

the UN’s actions lie. It is easy as a young person 

to have a idealistic view or perhaps that UN can 

solve everything, but a more realistic notion is 

that the UN can help because it is the only world 

forum, but at the same time the countries have 

their own national interests and there is a lot of 

bargaining going on, so it will be difficult to 

expect the UN to act like a world government. 

However that doesn’t mean that the UN is a 

waste of time either. If the UN didn’t exist then 

many crises would have gotten much worse. I 

think that it thus inculcates a more mature un-

derstanding of the UN in the students. 

 

What challenges did you encounter in orga-

nizing SIMUN 2010 after you took charge 

from Mr. and Mrs. Cornu?  
Innumerable. The last few weeks have been 

very hectic. There are so many little details that 

you can think of. For example, Wednesday 

night we panicked about the plastic holders as 

we were not sure whether we had enough for all 

countries in all committees and also for the new 

additions. I was here in school till seven. Never-

theless, along with Mr. Norton I have learnt an 

awful lot  this year. There were some hiccups 

and some things didn’t turn up as we expected 

which we would certainly manage and would 

solve before the conference next year. 

 

How many years have you been 

teaching here in the French 

School? 
Oh, this is my second year in the 

French school. Before this, I taught 

for 12 years in a bilingual school in 

Northern France. I have always liked 

to be in Southeast Asia. So I decided 

to spend the last part of my career 

here. 

 

What are the major challenges we 

as a global community are facing 

today? 
So many. One of the main ones is conserving 

the environment as there are so many national 

interests involved that which head of state will 

tell its people – “Your standard of living is go-

ing to be lower than the past because we have to 

make sacrifices for the environment” and who is 

going to vote for such a leader. It’s so difficult 

to make economic progress, raise standard of 

living and try to make that compatible with en-

vironment. There is also the question of terror-

ism and nuclear proliferation. The world is so 

much more multi-polar than it was. When it’s 

bipolar, like during the Cold War, there is a kind 

of… simplicity to it and when you have a multi-

polar world, you have more chances of conflict 

because you have shifting alliances, shifting 

regional interests. Thus making it very difficult 

to resolve issues.  

 

What do you think that the delegates can 

take back from this conference? 
As I said in my opening speech, they will ac-

quire important skills for later life. The ability to 

be able to take part in negotiations and discus-

sions and arrive at a conclusion is important. On 

one hand they need to be critical thinker but on 

the other hand they need to function with other 

people. Through the research they do, they en-

hance their knowledge of current affairs. It does 

wonders to people’s self confidence. People 

who might be a bit of the shy side, once they 

have done it, it becomes easier for them to do it 

a second time. So I will say delegates will bene-

fit in terms of debating skills, increase in knowl-

edge, and confidence. 

 

Do you mind sharing some pieces of advice 

with our budding diplomats? 
Well even if you are a bit unsure of your ability 

to debate, then for the younger ones, come as a 

securitary; get a feel of the proceedings. If you 

like what you see, come as a delegate the fol-

lowing day.  If you are a bit too old for being a 

securitary,  but you are interested, SIMUN is 

good because it is a conference where people 

can come for the first time. It is a relatively re-

laxed atmosphere compared to some more for-

mal larger scale conferences. So don’t hesitate 

to get involved if you are interested. But then 

the key thing is preparation. Make sure that you 

know your issues and country’s policies back to 

front. That way you will be confident to stand 

up and make a speech. If its your first time, in 

the committee stage once the debate starts, just 

observe the chairs and delegates initially. Once 

you are ready, go for it, and you will definitely 

find that if you prepared well then you will have 

no problems with it. The key to overcome shy-

ness is preparation! 

 “The Key to Overcome Shyness is Good Preparation.”  
   An interview with Mr Colin Sellar, SIMUN coordin ator By Shubhendra Agrawal 
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 Tension in the Political Committee 
     By Samantha Tanizar  

“I didn’t know SEXY was a country, but I 
see you play the role well.” 
 
“You may be a third world country, but 
you look very developed to me.” 
 
“Sure I’m in a relationship, but you’re 
Asian and I’m into foreign affairs.” 
 
“Hiya! Do you want to look at my 
resolution?” 
 
“Point of personal privilege, this delegate 
of the USA would like to know the 
delegate of France’s phone number.” 
 
 

 
 
“Wow are you from the Beautiful 
committee?” 
 
“If you were a resolution, you wouldn’t 
need any amendments.” 
 
“Taking you for dinner is a procedural 
matter, there are no abstentions.” 
 
“What’s your name, delicate?”�

  Bored at SIMUN? Feeling lonely?  
  Why not try some of these (pick-up) lines…  

By Kenji Ong  

    Courtesy of Facebook group “MUN Pick-Up Lines” 

   Notorious Notes 
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  “This is Not a Zero-sum Game” 
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The question on many delegates’ minds is ‘How do yo u combine fashion with the tight limitations of the    
MUN dress code?’ However, this year we have found a  myriad of MUN-ers who have proved that this 

dilemma is one that can be easily solved...  

SIMUN’s Next Top Model 
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